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The application form and the promotional materials for ARKids-A and ARKids-B 
identify the two programs as ARKids First. Applications may be made at the local 
DHS County Office, by mail, or through the internet, and a toll free number is 
available to clients. Applications in English or Spanish may be printed from the 
ARKids First website at www.arkidsfirst.com. Applications in other languages are 
available upon request. 

A ARKids-B Title XXI CHIP Separate Child Health Program 

In November 2013, CMS recommended the State transition the ARKids-B 1115(a) 
demonstration waiver Title XXI CHIP Medicaid expansion program to a Title XXI 
CHIP separate child health program through the CHIP state plan and advised that 
if this was done, orthodontia services would have to be added to the ARKids-B 
program’s benefit package of services. As the current ARKids-B 1115(a) 
demonstration waiver’s renewal was due to end December 31, 2013, the State 
requested and CMS approved an extension of the ARKids-B demonstration waiver 
to allow the State time to prepare, submit, and have approved an amendment to 
the CHIP state plan. 

Effective 1/1/14 ARKids-B beneficiaries ages 6 through 18 in families with incomes 
from 100% FPL up to 142% FPL were moved to Title XIX Medicaid ARKids-A 
(MAGI CHIP SPA Group 2/CS2 PDF page) but continue to be funded through title 
XXI CHIP. 

Children ages 0 through age 18 in families with a household income above 142% 
FPL up to and including 211% FPL are eligible for ARKids-B. There is no asset 
test. The State maintains qualifying criteria for ARKids-B that includes income 
criteria based on modified adjusted gross income methodologies as defined at 42 
CFR §435.603.There is no presumptive eligibility. Retroactive eligibility may be 
determined up to three months prior to the date of application. ARKids-B offers a 
less comprehensive benefit package than the State’s traditional Title XIX Medicaid 
program (ARKids-A) and requires co-payments. 

The State elected a copayment as the only cost sharing requirement, because it is 
the most equitable form of cost sharing. The State did not want to assess an 
enrollment fee nor monthly premiums because it wanted the family’s cost sharing 
responsibility to be related solely to usage. Cost sharing is required for services 
that are not categorized as well-health. The State will keep the current copayment 
structure in place for ARKids-B enrollees. 
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SPA # 6, Purpose of SPA: Separate State CHIP (ARKids-B Program) 

Effective Date: 8-1-15 

Implementation Date: 8-1-15 

SPA # 7. Purpose of SPA: Add Intensive Home & Community-Based Family & 
Child/Youth Support Health Services Initiative 
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SPA # 13, Purpose of SPA: 
The state is assuring that it covers age-appropriate vaccines and their administration, without 
cost sharing. 
Proposed effective date: October 1, 2023 
Proposed implementation date: October 1, 2023 

SPA # 14, Purpose of SPA: 

The purpose of this SPA is to improve access to continuous glucose monitors (CGMs) through 
pharmacy claim submission processing for reimbursement to pharmacies and DME providers. 
Beneficiaries eligible for CGMs include those with Type 1 diabetes or any other type of diabetes 
with either insulin use or evidence of level 2 or level 3 hypoglycemia, or beneficiaries diagnosed 
with glycogen storage disease type 1a. Patch type insulin pumps, blood glucose monitors 
(BGMs) and testing supplies will be covered in the same manner. Coverage is being extended to 
comply with Arkansas Act 393 of 2023. 

Proposed effective date: April 1, 2024 
Proposed implementation date: April 1, 2024 

SPA # 15 , Purpose of SPA: 

The purpose of this SPA is to end the Healthy Smiles Managed Care waiver 
for dental services and transition the dental program to fee-for-services (FFS). 

Proposed effective date: November 1, 2024 

Proposed implementation date: November 1, 2024 

SPA#16 (AR 25-0007), Purpose of SPA: pending 

The purpose of this SPA is to add Targeted Case Management Services for Incarcerated 
Juveniles to the ARKids-B and Unborn Child Sections of the CHIP state plan and to attest to 
the state’s compliance with sections 2102(d) and 2110(b)(7) of the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act. 
Proposed effective date: January 1, 2025 
Proposed implementation date: September 1, 2025 

SPA#17 (AR 25-0006), Purpose of SPA: 

The purpose of this SPA is to remove the 90-day waiting period for children receiving ARKids B 
who have been disenrolled from group health plan coverage. 
Proposed effective date: June 3, 2025 
Proposed implementation date: June 3, 2025 
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SPA#18 (AR 25-0005), Purpose of SPA:  
The purpose of this SPA is to remove the 90-day waiting period for children receiving ARKids B who 
have been disenrolled from group health plan coverage. 

Proposed effective date: June 3, 2025 
Proposed implementation date: June 3, 2025 
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pregnant women (if applicable) and the income standard for that group: 

4.1.2.1-PC Age: through birth (SHO #02-004, 
issued November 12, 2002) 

See page CS9. 

4.1. Income of each separate eligibility group (if applicable): 

4.1.3.1-PC 0% of the FPL (and not eligible for Medicaid) through 
 % of the FPL (SHO #02-004, issued November 12, 2002) 

See page CS9. 

4.1. Resources of each separate eligibility group (including any standards relating to spend 
downs and disposition of resources): 

4.1. Residency (so long as residency requirement is not based on length of time in state): 

4.1. Disability Status (so long as any standard relating to disability status does not restrict 
eligibility): 

Not applicable. 

Access to or coverage under other health coverage: 4.1.
 

See page CS20 – Substitution of Coverage. 

Duration of eligibility, not to exceed 12 months: 4.1.
 

Continuous eligibility does not apply to the Unborn Child CHIP separate child 
program. 
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4.4. Eligibility screening and coordination with other health coverage programs 

See page CS24 for eligibility processing. 

States must describe how they will assure that: 

4.4.1. only targeted low-income children who are ineligible for Medicaid or 
not covered under a group health plan or health insurance (including 
access to a State health benefits plan) are furnished child health 
assistance under the plan. (Sections 2102(b)(3)(A), 2110(b)(2)(B)) (42 
CFR 457.310(b), 42 CFR 457.350(a)(1) and 42 CFR 457.80(c)(3)) 

Confirm that the State does not apply a waiting period for pregnant 
women applicants 

See page CS20 
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